Guidelines and Suggestions for a Great Yard Sale
Welcome to Plymouth, New Hampshire and have a great yard sale experience!

GUIDELINES:

· Town-wide yard sale sites are listed on the map and you can pick up your official sign Tuesday before the sale. Place your sign in a prominent place so everyone will know you supported the Homes 4 Our Veterans Fund. The more sites are in an area, the more visitors will come—encourage neighbors to register. 

· Sale items should be on your property only and not spill over onto a neighbor’s property or the street. 

· Multi-family sales with only one registration or trucking in items are discouraged except at designated Group Sites.  The Committee encourages individual yard sales, town-wide, for Plymouth residents. 
· The yard sale starts at 9:00 AM. Please be respectful of your neighbors when setting up in the morning. 

· For the safety of yard sale participants and buyers, use sidewalks, walkways and driveways as entry to your sale. Please respect the property of neighbors and non-participants. Abide by all town ordinances for parking and hydrants. Leave adequate parking on your property. The Committee is not responsible for any damages caused by others or injury to participants or shoppers.

· Donate with dignity! Unsold items or clothing in good condition may be donated to Bridge House Ladders Thrift at 16 S. Main Street. We will have directions to the new Flip ‘n Furniture store for big stuff so you can deliver larger items we cannot transport. Please recycle per your town’s recycling guidelines.
SUGGESTIONS FOR How to Have Good Yard Sale

Months before your yard sale, start gathering the items to sell. Put all the items in a box in some out-of-the-way place.  If you don’t have to retrieve an item out of the box before the sale, it's probably safe to assume you don’t need it.  If you still have the original boxes and instruction manuals for items, you can probably charge a little more for them.  Remember, one person's trash is another person's treasure. Even if you think Aunt Edna's crocheted orange toilet seat cover deserves to go in the trash, it probably will be the first thing that sells! 
As you accumulate stuff for your sale, make sure you do not sell something you'll regret later. Do not sell anything without the owner's approval. (Example: your grown children's old toys, baseball card collections, etc.). I hate reading ads in the yard sale section of the newspaper that say "will the person who bought the blank this past Saturday on Maple Street, please call..., it was sold by mistake. It has sentimental value to my child."
If you are setting up your yard sale in your yard (rather than driveway), make sure grass has been cut recently (but not too recently).  Fill in any ruts in the ground.  You don't want people to trip.
Although you think your pet is friendly, it's best to keep them away from your yard sale. Some people are afraid of animals or allergic to them.  This is also for the animal’s safety, as cars and people will be coming and going.
When pricing items, keep in mind that "a third of what it costs new" is only a guideline.  No one cares that you paid $60 for your college math book 10 years ago. You'll be lucky to sell it at all. The same with your 20 year old exercise bike, sets of crutches, and bowling balls.  Try to look at your stuff objectively.  Do you really think people will be knocking down your door to get at your old tee-shirts with stains on them? That's why they make good rags. You may want to sell a box of items marked “rags.”  If you have a bunch of items that are missing pieces or broken, put it in your FREE box with a note "broken - good for parts" or something similar.
Protect your privacy and identity! Before your sale, look thru the boxes of everything you sell. You never know what you will find in that old book or box of shoes.  There may be an old receipt with your credit card number on it. When selling clothes (and coats) take a minute and go thru the pockets. There could be forgotten money in a pocket. A $20 bill does not take up much pocket space!
Put some effort into your sale and really try to sell stuff by making it the most attractive it can be.  If the first thing that someone picks up is nasty and dirty, it may turn them off to looking at other things you have to sell.  If you are selling an old basketball, make sure it is full of air.  If you are selling a TV, have it turned on.  If something needs batteries to run, put batteries in it so it works - it will help it sell. (But don't put in brand new batteries, use some half-used batteries.  Start collecting old batteries for this purpose - they aren't strong enough to power my digital camera anymore, but still have enough juice to run kid's electronic toys etc).  However, don't go overboard in cleaning and spend 3 hours working on an item that you only plan to price at $1.  If all people see from the road is a tarp with a mountain of clothes on it, they'll likely drive by. Borrow portable tables if necessary. There is little worse than a yard sale with just boxes of dirty, unorganized cobwebbed junk on the ground awaiting people to fish through it. Sometimes the sellers are just sitting around chatting with neighbors and ignoring the paying customers. These people probably wonder why they never have successful yard sales.
Yard sales are more relaxing if there is some easy-listening middle-of-the-road music. Soft music allows customers to discuss potential purchases with their shopping partners, without feeling like they have to whisper.
Display some of your more interesting items at the end of your driveway to act as a magnet to lure people in (see next tip). Many people will just drive by slowly and take a quick look to determine if it looks worthwhile to stop. You may think about putting your table and money close to the street to entice people to shop.  It is a way to greet shoppers and it will also prevent people from "forgetting" to pay for an item.  You are also able to answer a quick question as a shopper drives by your yard sale.  Many shoppers are looking for children items.  
To solve this, set out an old lawn mower or power tools out front in plain view of the road, and you'll get more business!  These are items a man would look for at a yard sale.  It's also smart to set up a small table with nothing but "man-things" (jars full of screws and nails, electronic parts, tools and parts of tools, etc.). This gives the husband something to immerse themselves in while the wife looks for the real treasures.
You may not put a price on every item. When a shopper asks a price of an item, just give them one price.  You can always come down on the price if they seem interested in the item. 
If you are selling a high price item, find an ad and tape it to the item.  This will give the shopper an idea of what they would pay for the full price.  You can do this with children’s toys.  It shows the buyer that spending $10 for an item that normally sells for $40 new is a good deal. 
During your sale, keep your sale tables attractive by filling in the empty spots on your tables as things get sold.  It's a good idea to keep your eyes on your customers, but don't STARE at them and make them uncomfortable. If nothing else, pretend to read a magazine or something. Shoppers like the freedom to move around.
GUARD YOUR MONEY!  Have lots of coins and small bills available to make change.  If you don't, your first customer will be a little old lady trying to buy 50 cents worth of stuff with a $20 bill. Do not leave your money in view of everyone.  A fanny pack or carpenter's apron works very well because you'll always have your money with you.  If you are running out of change, and someone is trying to haggle a price down, be willing to negotiate if the buyer has the exact change.
If you have kids, involve them by having them set up their own table selling their old toys.  Explain to them if they get rid of their old outgrown toys, they’ll make space to put the new toys that they buy themselves with the money they earn. If they agree to parting with their old toys, help them with the prices.  
To avoid any hassles later on, post a sign that says "All Sales Final". 
If possible, invite a neighbor or friend to join you in your yard sale. The more stuff you have available to sell the better!  And having a lot of customers at a sale entices other people to stop too. 
Some people turn their nose up at the thought of buying "used" clothing.  Make sure you display the clothing well and don’t just put them in a box.   Don’t allow a shopper to enter your house to try the clothing on.  They can rob you while in the house. Most people are nice but it only takes one rotten apple to spoil your day.
Have a safe, fun and profitable yard sale!
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